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1. The present Ceechoelovak Circle (Ceskoalovensiy Krouzek) at 214 Avene Roi Albert 

dn Shanghai was organised in 1936 and functioned as a regular club. In 1939, 
after the declaration of war on Germany by Great Britain, the Csechoslovak Circle 

B20 /L 4n Shanghai. became the unofficial organ for the "Free Czechs" headed by the exiled 
Caechoslovak Government in London. Wenbers of the Czechoslovak Circle in Shanghai 

"72. 79 4 not recognise Czechoslovakia under the German occupation (during which wore 
created the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia and the Independent Slovak State. 
They did not aprly for Protectorate passports and in such matters considered themselv :. 
wider the jurisdiction of the Czechoslovak Consulate in Bombay, India. Prior to 
the outbreak of the Pacific War, members of the Executive Committee of the 
Crechoslovak Circle in Shanghai carried out registration, issued various certifi- 
pin Mi performed benevolent work in Shanghai among Czechoslovak Jewish refugees 

pe. . 


2, After the outbreak of the Pacific War, the Cxechoslovak Circle in Shanghai was 
instructed by the dapanese authorities to act aa the representative organization 
ef ell Czechoslovak residents in Shanghai and to render assistance to the local 
authorities under the Japanese in all matters concerning Csechoslovaks. During 
World War II the Executive Comittee of the Czechoslovak Circle in Shanghai 
consisted of the following: ; 


- Bwald Jan Stembera, ohairaany omer of the Physical Institute at 215/28 
‘ Medhurst Road, which he is still operating. : 
Josef Novotny, treseurer; formerly a stage barbers since returned to 
Csechoslovakia via the USSR; his wife while in Shanghai was employed as a radio 


Tomas Pavlica, secretary; address, 1276/5 Avenue Joffre 
Leopold Nowak, member; accountant for the Shanghai branch of the Bata Shee 
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ade fi b | aA3son Work bt “Me Le ohVartete So aint Ulic PP ett 
_Ogechoslowak Circle. An Antonin Duchon advertises as a newspaper and magazine 
55x14  @@lesman in Hovostd Daya, Soviet Russian-language deily in Shanghai). 
Josef Horsky, mesber; a motorcar salesman whose present address is 
1023 Chungcheng Road (Avenue Foch). 
note: At this address, the Shanghai Telephone Directory lists a 
. in L. Horsky is listed as the leader of the Pro-Soviet 
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Most of the above persons wore supporters of President Benes during World iar xu 
and performed considerable work in Shanghai defending the interests of the 
Czechoslovek comunity. 


During the Japanese oceupetion of Shanghai, Czechoslovak Jewish people residing 
in the "Dosignated Area" of the Hongkew District of Shanghai organized the s0- 
called Czechoslovak District Associotion with the patronage of the Japanese 
authorities. This Association had aprrosimately 250 members cand was at 43 Chusan 
Road. The chairncn of the Assoolation was Dr. Favel dbrlich, who rosided at 

56 Ward Roads he was known as a Soviet gympathizer. Alfred Stossler, 599/72 
Tongshan Road, waa secretary and liaison officer between the Association and 

the Czechoslovak Circle. 


During World tlar II the Caechoslovak comunity in Shanghai wag divided into tvio 
groups: (1) about 100 persons took pasuports of the Protectorate of Bohemia and 
Moravia, which gave the holders the possibility of receiving financial aasistance 
from the Cerman Consulate General and facilitated their obtaining employmont. 

Dr. Seba (Sheba), Czechoslovak Ambassador to China, handed over the archives of 
his office to the German Legation in China after the occupation of Czechoslovakia 
by tho Germane; thie factor induced mang Ceechoslovaks to take Protectorate pass- 
ports. After the capitulation of Japan, most of these 100 persons gradually 
ootained Czechoal. passports. (2) The other group supported the Czechoslovak 
Governnent-in-extle. The Czechoslovak Jenish organization, the Association of 
Czechoslovak Citisens in tho Designated Aren" of Hongkew District of Shanghai, 
was closed after the capitulation of Japan. . 


In 1942 when Moscow organised the Czechoslovak Brigade under General Svoboda in 
the USSR and the All-Slav Union under the chairmanship of Major General Gundurov, 
& pro-Soviet feeling began to be noticed in the Shanghai Czechoslovak comunity. 
At tha Soviet Citisens' Club in Shanghai, the shanghai TASS office organized a 
teanch of the All-Slav Union with Czechoslovak, Polish, Yugoslav end Ukranian 
sections. The Czechoslovak section was headed by the late Major Jaroslav Stepan, 
Counsellor of the Czechoslovak Legation; in this section were secret mambers of 
the Czechoslovak Free Movement and persons connected with De Gaulle's Freo 
France Movement. The pro-Goviet elemant of the Czechoslovak section were led by 
Dr, Pavel Ehrlich, Czechoslovak Jewish refugee who has left Shanghai for the 
United States (see paragraph 3)3 and a Mr. Zinger, who has left shanghai for 
Caechoslovakia, where he ig said to have joined the Communist Party of Czech- 
Oslovokin. Zinger was on friendly terms with Ehrlich in Shanghai and these two 
men reportedly cerrespond at present. 


After the capitulation of Japen and the return to Fraha of the Government—in-exile, 
members of the Excoutive Canmtttee of the Czechoslovak Cirele in Shanghad gradually . 
resigned and were replaced by a now camittee. Considerable influence was exerted 
An thie comnittee ty radical pro-Soviet Czechoslovak refugees in Shanghai, sone 

of whom had remained “statalces" citizens during the Japunese occupation. 


At present thera are about 250 mambers of the Czechoslovak Circle in Shanghai. 

Qf these 150 are longtime makers and the remainder joined the Circle after the 
capitulation of the Japanese. Most of the latter were Czechoelavak Jewish refugees, 
part of whom have left for the United States and part have returned to Czech~ 
oalovakia. According to information received in Shanghai, many of those who 
returned to Czechoslovakia have joined the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia or 
have become Communist sympathisers in order to obtain government jobs. 
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At present the Czechoslovak community in Shanghal is united by the Czechoslovak 
Circle. Ite Recutive Committoe includes the following perzons: 


Semuel Donath, chairman; Czochoslovax Jewish refugee, former vice chaimman. 
He became chair n after the resignation of J. Norsk, who had replaced 
Jan Gottwald as chairman. He is scheduled to leave Shanghai fer the United states 
and is considered anti-Seviot. 

&. K. Rezac (also reported aa J. Resac and A. B. Resek), secretary; a longtime 


H. K. Drasdil, treasurer, tho recently resigned; member of the Dyes depertment 
of Olivier-Chine (Ssh), French axport-import firm at 95 Museum Road, Shanghai. 

V. V. Shick (Schick), mevhor; a partner in International Suppliers Corporation 
of China, import~export firm with offices at. 233 Nanking Road, Shanghai; a long~ 
time Czechoslovak Jewieh resident of Shanghais during the Civil i/ar in Russio 
he was a mesber of the Csachoslovak Legion in Siberia 

Bodo (first namo unknown), member; Czechoslovak Jewish refugee, employee of 
a French firn. 

Zink (firet osme unknown), member; former momber of the Czechoslovak Legion 
in Siberia and Inter an enplayes of the former French Municipal Council in 


Pele racrel (first name unknown), member; C: echoslovak Jewish ae Feruges, accountant 

for Henningsen Preduce Company, "head office 51 Kwangtung Road 

V. Hrdlicka, member; employee of Bata Shoe Company; sori of a former captain 
of the Csechoslovak Legion in Siberia, 

Jiricek, manber; manager of Bata Shoa Company; during the Pacific ifar he 
participated in the defense of Hongkong as a member of tho Volunteer Corps and 
jeter was interned, 


The Czechoslovak Legation in China is headed by Dr. Lelek, Minister, and the 
following members: Dem (7), secretary, who also acts as a consul at Shanghai, 
visiting Shanghai periodically; Heil, second secretary; ami Malinovaky, coemercial 
attache. Prior to World iar II, Malinovaky was secretary of the Ceechoslovak 
Legation at Singapore and later a consul there. 
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